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some little progress in England, though not
much, which in Germany had swept everything
into violent turmoil, and which in France was
soon to bring about prolonged civil war, had in
Scotland achieved a very great measure of suc-
cess. Calvinism had become the enthusiastic
creed of a minority, burning with zeal and deter-
mined to succeed. The majority were not
similarly zealous for the defence of the Church,
which in Scotland had become thoroughly cor-
rupt; and the great Scottish nobles who had
everything in their hands supported the religious
revolution because it gave them the power to
loot the Church and the monarchy wholesale.
Into this anarchy Mary was plunged. For
seven years her invincible courage still main-
tained her as Queen; but her temperament
ruined what small chances she had of maintain-
ing her position. We must remember in her
favour that she was a woman of especial fascina-
tion which in a sense she exercises to this day;
and that yet it was her misfortune to be mar-
tied first to a sickly boy even younger than
herself who died before she was eighteen and
next by her own judgment and error to her
cousin Darnley, a debauched and worthless
character. She was accused, falsely, of having
taken part in the murder of Darnley. The act
was really that of the rebel Scotch nobles, but